Coca-Cola's Abuse of the Global Public Interest
In 2001, a lawsuit was filed against Coca-Cola by the International Labor Rights Fund (www.laborrights.org) and the United Steelworkers of America on behalf of SINALTRAINAL (the union representing Coke workers in Colombia), several of its members and the estate of Isidro Gil, one of its murdered officers.
The lawsuit charges that Coca-Cola's bottlers in Colombia "contracted with or otherwise directed paramilitary security forces that utilized extreme violence and murdered, tortured, unlawfully detained or otherwise silenced trade union leaders."
The seriousness of the situation is best summed up by SINALTRAINAL Vice-President Juan Carlos Galvis, who stated: "If we lose the fight against Coca-Cola, we will first lose our union, next our jobs and then our lives."
Other crimes and abuses by Coke include:
• Overexploitation 
